Abstract: Poverty alleviation and social upliftment of rural India is closely linked with the availability and use of energy for development. At the same time, sustainable supply of clean and affordable renewable energy sources is required if development is to be sustainable, so that it does not cause any environmental problems. The purpose of this paper is to determine the key variables of renewable energy implementation for sustainable development, on which the top management should focus. In this paper, an interpretive structural modeling (ISM) -based approach has been employed to model the implementation variables of renewable energy for sustainable development. These variables have been categorized under 'enablers' that help to increase the implementation of renewable energy for sustainable development. A major finding of this research is that public awareness regarding renewable energy for sustainable development is a very significant enabler. In this paper, an interpretation of variables of renewable energy for sustainable development in terms of their driving and dependence powers has been examined. For better results, top management should focus on improving the highdriving power enablers such as leadership, strategic planning, public awareness, top management support, availability of finance, government support, and support from interest groups.
General structure of the paper
The world energy forum has pointed out that coal and gas reserves will become depleted in less than the next 10 decades. Ashwani Kumar et al, [1] observed that fossil fuels account for around 79% of the energy consumption in the world, and 57.7% is consumed by the transport sector and is being depleted very speedily. Apart from this, various environmental problems are also related with the increasing use of fossil based oils, coal and gas. So there is an urgent need to develop the alternative energy resources in order to overcome the future energy shortage. Also, the depletion of natural resources and increasing demand of energy nowadays has forced policymakers to consider alternative energy sources for sustainable development. 'Sustainable development' means development which is capable of being sustained for the future stability. Where, renewable energy sources are regenerative and do not get exhausted. Renewable energy helps the world in reducing their carbon emission and cleans up the air and helps in achieving sustainable development. The most important feature of renewable energy sources is their environmental suitability but sustainable development does not only revolve around the environmental stability but it a lso deals with social and economical stability. Hence, nowadays investigation of energy strategies for renewable energy has become crucial, particularly for the stability of future energy.
India's population has been increasing very rapidly and it is also the fastest growing economy in world (with GDP of $ 1 trillion measured in 2008) after china, which further leads to a hike in energy demand and its impact on the environment in India. Mohit Goyal et al, [2] pointed out that India's power sector has shown tremendous increase from 30,000 M W in 1981 to 143,000 MW by March 2008. As the fossil fuels are depleting fast, India will face the energy shortages in future which need to be addressed by developing alternative energy resources the country can rely on. India is left with no option but to concentrate towards the maximum use of renewable energy. Fortunately India has plenty of renewable resources such as wind energy, biomass energy, small hydro power and solar energy to exploit for sustainable development. India is set to reach the aim of producing 10% of total power supplied through renewable energy by 2012 [1] . The government of India has promoted the use of renewable energy for sustainable development through several policy and provision interventions. Since 2007 power generation from renewable wind energy has increased by 3,857 MW; small hydro has increased by 619.53; biomass has increased by 322 M W; solar energy has increased by 8.10 MW and industrial and urban waste to energy has increased by 20.10 MW. Investment of around 3.9 billion Indian rupees ($86 million) has been made for different renewable energy projects and programs. Meanwhile, the World Bank has also allotted $4 billion in loans for India's renewable energy projects.
The purpose of this paper is to search the variables affecting the progress of the renewable energy for the sustainable development in India. Policy makers would face many difficulties in implementing renewable energy for sustainable development due to various variables affecting its performance. These variables not only affect the performance of renewable energy development but also act upon e ach other. Hence, the methodology of Interpretive Structural Modeling (ISM) has been applied in this paper to establish the conceptual relationship amongst various variables which are hindering the path of renewable energy for the sustainable development.
Literature review
A lot of research has been done before to find out the variables which affect the implementation of the renewable energy for the sustainable development. Fred Beck et al, [3] have observed the main barriers to renewable energy development in 2004. McCormic et al, [4] observed the major barriers that affect the implementation of energy for the sustainable development on the basis of research conducted by Bioenergy network of excellence. Himri et al, [5] has worked on formulating barriers which are hindering the full potential and advantages of the renewable. Lidula et al, [6] has formulated the barriers for clean and sustainable energy in the ASEAN member countries. Mayfield et al, [7] has developed a new methodology to deal with the barriers affecting the performance of Biomass operations. Sharma et al, [8] has studied the parameters of waste management in India. New York State Energy Research and Development Authority and Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) have identified some of the barriers to energy through research [9] .
An important barrier for renewable energy development is lack of leadership qualities in managers. A good strategic plan identifies the renewable energy goals and then formulates policies to achieve these goals. Sustainable energy development strategies should deal with energy saving, improvement in the efficiency of energy production and replacement of the fossils based oils, coal and gas reserves [10] . There are two major factors which have affected the energy pattern most; the technological changes and the availability of energy resources [11] . Renewable sources are present in abundance but still cannot be harnessed for sustainable development due to lack of technology and public awareness. Continuing innovation in technology is necessary to harness each form of renewable energy [12] . The major challenge for the renewable energy industry is the timely availability of resources [10] . Himri et al, [5] has pointed out that lack of information dissemination would lead to lack of support from different stake holders. So, the availability of data and information acts as an enabler for the renewable energy for the sustainable development. The shortage of skilled professionals which includes designers, installers, service and sales representatives, policy analysts, scientists, engineers, teachers and researchers can also affect the quality of the system [13] .
Government has put lots of effort towards enhancing the use of renewable energy for the sustainable development through subsidies, fiscal incentives and has encouraged investors to invest in renewable energy through various relevant supportive policies. Moreover, huge amount of investment is needed in developing the advanced technology required to fully exploit some renewable resources. Due to longer investment periods the risk of return on investment is high [14] . Hence it is necessary to incorporate the relevant policies in order to attract the interest groups to invest in it. The market for renewable energy has increased significantly and manufacturers are investing huge amount of money in R&D (research and development) of RET (renewable energy technology) which will further lead to economically sustainable growth. Table 1 below shows the 14 variables chosen based on t he previous research. Strategic planning 3.
Availability of technology 4.
Public awareness 5.
Top management support 6.
Sustainable growth 7.
Return on investment 8.
Availability of finance 9.
Skilled man power 10.
Government support 11.
Availability of data and information 12.
Availability of energy resources 13.
Support from interested groups (stake holders) 14.
Efficiency of process and execution
Methodology
Interpretive structural modeling is a tool which here is applied for the analysis of the interaction amongst variables of the renewable energy for sustainable development. This approach has been used in many fields by scholars to investigate the inter-relationship amongst many variables. Warfield, [15] is the one who has introduced interpretive structural modeling (ISM) and Malone, [16] is the second one who conducted brief review of the ISM. It provides us means by which order can be imposed on the complexity of such elements [17, 18] . This method is known as 'interpretive structural modeling' because all the variables and their interrelationships are decided by group judgment. The ISM methodology is an interactive learning process in which a s et of different and directly or indirectly related elements affecting the system under consideration is structured into a comprehensive systemic model [9] . Finally the graphical representation of the relationships among the variables is demonstrated. This methodology (ISM) has attracted a great deal of interest recently due to its high flexibility. Following are the steps involved in the formulation of ISM: 1.The variables affecting the performance of the system are listed with the help of literature review and expert opinion. 2.A conceptual relationship amongst the variables is made by the help of opinion of the experts. 3.Then a s tructural self-interaction matrix (SSIM) is formulated which entails the pair wise relation of the variables.
4.Now, the reach ability matrix is derived from the structural self interaction matrix (SSIM) by putting '1' and '0' which shows pair wise relationship accordingly. 5.Then the transitivity is removed from the reach ability matrix and transitivity rule says that if variable 'A' leads to variable 'B' and 'B' leads to variable 'C' then 'A' will also lead to variable 'C'. 6. The reachability matrix is divided into different partition levels. 7.The directed graph is drawn on the basis of the relationship between the variables discussed in the above reachability matrix and all the transitive links are removed. 8. The digraph is converted into ISM by converting variables nodes in to statements. 9. Finally a review of the ISM model is done and any necessary modifications are carried out.
After the final ISM structure MICMAC analysis of the variables is done on the basis of their driving and dependence power. MICMAC was first proposed by Duperrin and Godet in 1973 [19] . MICMAC analysis can be used to categorize variables in a co mplicated system [20] . The prime function of MICMAC analysis is to examine the driving and dependence power of the variables [17, 18] . Here the barriers are divided into four classifications according to their driving and dependence power known as autonomous, linkage, dependent and independent barriers [18] . The first cluster is known as 'autonomous barriers' which have very weak driving power and simultaneously have weak dependence power. These variables mostly have no connection with the system or with other variables; they only share few links which can be strong. The second cluster is known as 'dependent barriers' which consist of variables having weak driving power and strong dependence power. These variables mostly depend on ot her variables so; any action on other variables will affect the dependent variables. The third cluster consists of the 'linkage variables' which have strong driving and strong dependence power. These variables are highly unstable so, any action on these variables will affect other variables and also have a feedback effect on the linkage variable. Lastly the fourth cluster is basically the 'independent barriers', consists of variables which have strong driving power and weak dependence power.
Results
The ranking of all variables is known through level partitions so they have been put at their respective levels in the ISM hierarchy. Interpretive structural model is finally formulated with the help of final reach ability matrix and level partitions, which is shown in Fig. 1 . It is observed from the ISM based model that public awareness about renewable energy is a very important variable as it has highest driving power and zero dependence power. This means this variable is very significant and drives all other variables. So, the policy maker has to keep more focus on public awareness in order to implement renewable energy for the sustainable development successfully. Awareness about renewable energy among the public will lead to top management support (variable 5). Conversely leadership qualities of a manager (variable 1) can act as a tool only if there is a top management support. Good strategic planning (variable 2) needs manager leadership quality and incentive support from top management. Support from interested groups (variable 13) cannot exist if there are no top management support withinpolicy makers. Availability of finance (variable 8) is ensured by support from the interested groups (stakeholders). Skilled man power (variable 9) and availability of information is very necessary for the successful implementation of renewable energy projects for sustainable development. Availability of finance actually helps in achieving the skilled man power as skilled man power is highly costly. Information management (variable 11) ensures the effective utilization of the resources.
Fig. 1. ISM Based Model
Lack of appropriate data and information will lead to lack of interest from public and management, which further leads to lack of energy resources (variable 12) and lack of renewable energy technology (variable 3). Outdated technology has a direct impact on t he efficiency of the process and its execution (variable 14). So, more and more money should be invested in the development of new technologies for the successful implementation of the renewable energy projects. High efficiency of the process will lead to sustainable growth (variable 6), which further leads to return on i nvestment (variable 7) or vice versa. Good return on i nvestment is a symbol of an economically sustainable system. This study shows that all the above discussed variables are enablers which enable the successful implementation of the project. According to ISM hierarchy there is a great need to work upon these variables for the sustainable development through renewable energy sources.
The MICMAC analysis has been drawn as shown in Fig. 2 below, the driving and dependence power has been shown in final reachability matrix. In the MICMAC diagram below the column and rows represent the driving and dependence power respectively. All the variables have been placed in the diagram according to their driving and dependence power. As an example variable 4 (public awareness) has driving power of 14 and dependence power of 1 and therefore has been placed accordingly in the MICMAC diagram at the extreme top left of the diagram. 
Discussion and Conclusion
India is growing very fast approximately at a rate of 9% and the situation of energy shortage gets darker with the increase in the economic growth of the country. India has to exploit all sources of renewable energy in order to tackle the energy shortage problem [2] . The only solution remaining to the policy makers is using renewable energy as fossil based oils, coal and gas reserves are at the verge of depletion. But there are lots of variables which affect the implementation of renewable energy for sustainable development. Policy makers therefore face lots of challenges in identifying these variables and then working upon them to improve the performance of the system. Some variables termed as 'enablers' have been identified in this paper and interrelationships among these variables have been formulated using ISM methodology. This provides the hierarchy of action which has to be performed by the policy makers in order to improve the efficiency of the system. From ISM based model (drawn above) it can be concluded that variable 4 (public awareness) is of top most priority as it has highest driving power of 14 and lowest dependence power of 1. This also states that policy makers have to create public awareness about the use of renewable energy for the sustainable development. In MICMAC analysis this has been concluded that there are no autonomous variables which prove that all variables stated above influence the implementation of the renewable energy for the sustainable development.
Similarly from the MICMAC analysis it has also been concluded that there are no variables in the third cluster which is linkage barriers. This shows that all the variables stated above are stable. From the diagram it has been observed that variables such as leadership, strategic planning, public awareness, top management support, availability of finance, government support, and support from interest groups (stakeholders) fall under the fourth cluster which is 'independent barriers'. All these variables have high driving power and policy makers should focus more on these variables as they affect or influence other enabling variables. Availability of technology, availability of data and information, sustainable growth, return on investment, skilled manpower, availability of energy resources and efficiency of processes are those variables which fall under second cluster (dependent barrier) and have high dependence power.
Basically ISM based model in Fig.1 , represents an overall picture of the problems in implementing renewable energy for the sustainable development in front of the policy makers. This research has most importantly identified the variable affecting the performance of the process and interrelationship among them. This model works for the better managerial decisions in order to have more efficient and effective renewable energy project for sustainable development. Also this work identifies leadership, strategic planning, public awareness, top management support, availability of finance, government support, and support from interest groups (stake holders) as very important factors, which needs immediate and high attention from the policy makers.
In this research work, interrelationship among the variables of implementation of renewable energy for sustainable development has been formulated, but it has to be mentioned that this model is not statistically validated. SEM (Structural equation modeling) sometimes also referred as linear structural relationship approach acts as a tool in order to test the validity of such hypothetical models [18] . The scope for future work following this research is to test the validity of this hypothetical model i.e. ISM using SEM.
